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the jovial chase: the serene autumn of complete man-
hood feasts us with the golden harvests of our worldly
pursuits: nor is the hoary winter of old age destitute of
its peculiar comforts and enjoyments, of which the recol-
lection and relation of those past, are, perhaps, none of
the least: and, at last, death opens to us a new prospect,
from whence we shall, probably, look back upon the di-
versions and occupations of this world, with the same con-
tempt we do now on our tops and hobby horses, and with
the same surprise, that they could ever so much entertain
or engage us."

I would not willingly detract from the beauty of this
paragraph; and, in gratitude to him who has so well in-
culcated such important truths, I will venture to admon^
ish him, since the chief comfort of the old is the recollec-
tion of the past, so to employ his time and his thoughts,
that, when the imbecility of age shall come upon him, he
may be able to recreate its languors, by the remembrance
of hours spent, not in presumptuous decisions, but mo-
dest inquiries; not in dogmatical limitations of omnipo-
tence, but in humble acquiescence, and fervent adoration.
Old age will show him, that much of the book, now before
us, has no other use than to perplex the scrupulous, and
to shake the weak, to encourage impious presumption, or
stimulate idle curiosity.

Having thus despatched the consideration of particular
evils, he comes*, at last, to a general reason, for which evil
may be, said to be our good. He is of opinion, that there
is some inconceivable benefit in pain, abstractedly consi-
dered; that pain, however inflicted, or wherever felt,
communicates some good to the general system of being,
and, that every animal is, some way or other, the better
for the pain of every other animal. This opinion he car-
ries so far, as to suppose, that there passes soine principle
of union through all animal life, as attraction is communi-
cated to all corporeal nature; and, that the evils suffered
on this globe, may, by some inconceivable means, contri-